Bacteria-host-cell interactions at the plasma membrane: stories on actin cytoskeleton subversion.
Exploitation of the host-cell actin cytoskeleton is pivotal for many microbial pathogens to enter cells, to disseminate within and between infected tissues, to prevent their uptake by phagocytic cells, or to promote intimate attachment to the cell surface. To accomplish this, these pathogens have evolved common as well as unique strategies to modulate actin dynamics at the plasma membrane, which will be discussed here, exemplified by a number of well-studied bacterial pathogens.